Response to Kristy Mangone
Hello Kristy, I agree with you in your discussion. Building on your discussion, functional communication training would be another evidence-based communication strategy for teaching students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Functional communication training would help students with alternative communication strategies when they are in need. Functional communication training includes teaching the students how to use sign language, body gestures, and also using gestures to express them. The benefits of using functional communication training include reducing frustrations and demoralization, enhancing communication and it can be taught to students of any age (Briggs, Fisher, Greer & Kimball, 2018). In addition, functional communication training helps the students to effectively communicate with their parents and teachers.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Response to Lorelei Palmer 
Hello Lorelei, I support you in your discussion that Communication delays are one of the largest obstacles for students with ASD to overcome. Building on your discussion, naturalistic language strategies may also be used to enhance communication for students with an autism spectrum disorder. Naturalistic language strategies are effective in communication because they involve physical interactions between the students and the facilitator, students have an opportunity to learn new skills, are built on the interests of the students and can be naturally reinforced (Gevarter & Zamora, 2018). Naturalistic language strategies put more emphasis on what highly motivates the students. Such strategies may include incidental teaching. 
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